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From the Boston Universalist Magazine. | “ ‘The remaining passages in favor of eternal torments, 
— fare Dan. xii. 2, * And many of them that sleep in the dust 


We have the pleasure to announce to our readers a new of the earth shail aw ake, some to everlasting life, aud some 
to shame and everlasting contempt.’ 
* Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot cause thee to oilond, ett 
course of Lectures, by Rey. George Harris, a Unitarian thei off and cast them from thee ; it is better for Uwe to 


work, recently from Liverpool, England, containing a 


Minister of that « ity. 


ith Lecture, it appears that Unitarianism in England is , 


identificd with Universal Salvation. ‘depart from me ye cursed into eyeriastiag Gre, pr 


*‘ I} shall, in the third place, examine the passages «p- 


posed to prove the truth of the doctrine of eternal torments. 
bh. het passage as Alatt. xxv. do, * Aad these shall ¢o | 
uway into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into | 


> . ° ° 2 i 
lite eternal.’ Great stress is laid upon this passage, by | 


. " . . a ‘ ; j fas Cc; ¢ thy: It n le g ve] 

ihe advocates of this doctrine, because in the original the {02 them pete know as a — “ mons Bap: u .° *} 
: : . . ms ; Sus ‘Is é > nisned wit Ver- 

same word is used both with respect to the future happi- ,0! CUF Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be pun Pragesa itl 


ness of the righteous, and the future misery of the wicked. | 
But I conceive that no solid argument can be drawn trom | 
the application of the same word to different things, to} 
prove their endless continuance, uoless their nature is the 
same, Hiab. iii. 16, ‘He stood and measured the earth ; 
lie beheld and drove asunder the nations, and the everlast- 
iag Mountains were scattered, and the perpetual hills did 
bow, his ways are everlasting.’ I] ask, then, are the moun- 
tains everlasting in the same sense in which the ways of 
God are? is it not clear that in this very text the ways} 
ot God are spoken of as being of a different nature from 
the mountains which were scattered ? and the hills which 
did bow ? But the same word is applied te both. Isaiah 
Xxxili. 14, * The sinners in Zion are afraid, fearfulness 
hath surprized the hypocrites, who among us shall dwell 
with the devouring fire?) who among us shail dwell with 
everlasting burnings :? The translation of this passage as 
given by Bishop Lowth, is as follows :— 


The sinners in Zion are struck with dread, 

‘Terror bath seized the hypocrites, 

Who among us can abide this consuming fire, 

Who among us can abide these continued burnings. 


And he supposes this text to be the language of the wicked 
Jews, while under fearful apprehensions of the desolation 
of theiresuntry, by Senachemb. I this be the sense, and 
the context strong!y pleads for it, then the words have no 
reference to future punishment, and we have another pas- 
sage less in our translation, in which the word everlasting 
is connected with future misery. Indeed the origina! word 
which is here rendered everlasting, strictly implies hidden, 
and when connected with time, it means a hidden, but not 
an eternal duration. Though the author of the sermon | 
have quoted, has taken this passage for his text, knowing 
that its sound would have a great effect on the minds of 
his audience, ag it is the only passage throughout the Bible 
which seems to assert the doctrine of eternal torments, yet 
in a note he has these words—* Though it is probable that 
the words of the text have reference to future and eternal, 
«4 well as to present and temporary misery, yet there is 
of that certainty as to the true application of the passage 
which would justify its being adduced in proof of the doc- 
‘rine we maintain.’* 





, ; , =P ee ns Ho alme rather than having two 
By the following extract from his enter into lite hail or mained, 1 Li hie r u 
“ hands or two feet. to be cast into everlasting fire. 




















































Nlatthew xvilh ¥, 


batt. 
hailhe say also to them on bis Jefi Land, 
j pared 
tor the devils and his angels.’ Mark iti. 29, * utile that 
shal] blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, bath ever tore 


KXXV. 4i, 7, The 


giveness, tut isin danger of eternal damnation.’ , <j} hes. 
i. 7,8,9, * The Lord Jesus shall be reveaiod trom heaven, 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance 


lasting destruction, trom the presence of the Lord, snd 
from the glory of his power.’ Rev. xiv. 11, * The smoke 
of their torment goeth up foreyer and ever, xx. 10. And 
the devil that deceived them was cact into the lake of fi 
and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, 
and. shall be tormented day and night for ever and evel 
2 Peter, ii. 17, ‘ To whom the mist of darkness t= resery- 
ed forever.” Jude, 13, * To whom the blackness oi datk- 
ness is reserved for ever. Jude, 6,7. And the ange 
which kept not their first estate, but left their own habita 
tion, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under dark- 
ness, unto the judgment of the greatday. Fiven as Sodom 
and Gomorrah and the cities about them, in like manner 
giving themselves over to fornication, and going aff 
strange fiesh, are set forth for an example, suflering U 
vengeance of eterna! fire.’”* 

‘* These, | believe, are all the passages in the Bible, ® 
which the terms everlasting and eternal arc used in rela 
tion to future punishment, and it is obvious that they a 
very few compared with what is generally supposed, 
From the frequency with which they are generally repeals 
ed, persons imagine that the Bible is full of expressions GE 
this sort, yet they occur twice only in the Old Pestament 
in the one passage only everlasting contempt, not tor monty) 
is spoken of, and the other does not relate to (ulure pune 
ishment. Yo the gospel of Luke these expressions are nob 
to be found, and they occur but once in that of Mark. 
The Apostle Jolin does not once employ therm, either in his 
gospel or in his epistles. And with respect to the pas ages 
quoted from the Revelation, they refer merely to tie fall 
of spiritual Babylon; the words are a quotation from Isa. 
xxxiv. 9,10, ‘ And the streams thereoi sha!! be turned in- 
to pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land 
thereof shail become burning pitch, it shall not be quench- 
ed night nor day, the smoke thereof shal! go up for cver, 
from generation to generation, it shal] lie waste, none shall 





walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly, &c. be shall 
dwell on high, his place of defence shall be the munition of 
rocks. The sinners may indeed be afraid, and the hypo- 
crites be seized with alarm, but fear and dismay shall not 


reach the heart of the upright. 
prig 


* It appears from history that the remains of the cities 





* The answer to the question ‘‘ who shall dwell,” &c. 
-vidently shows that it must refer to the then present cir- 


Tmstarnces of thy Ppeanle of tergel. era y, 15. 1%, Fle that 


of Sodom and Gomorrah were burning after the apostolic 
age. The writers of that age might then, with very great 
propriety, say, they were soffering the vengeance afatia.» 
om. or age-losting Ore 
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pass throweh it. for ever aad ever.’ These sare ** Ist Thi ul God did not creste his rational 
yore are muc’ i strooger than any ap- createres for his pl wire: or, that he walt be 
Dirod to f.tnre punis: mnpcnt. yet they are evon GOW jdtsappointed ip hus ends sped fing ‘nem: or, that 





g 
' albroach.t to anend. And taneches e from thetht pleasure ts them eternal camuaticnu or eternal 
similar expressions contared in the book of Rev- ‘gnege 
elution. when viewed in connexton with th ther | “ They ase to prove that Gee, who 
parts ofthat book. the following clorious nifer nce jis love, never did love ‘all lbyscrenmtures or that he 
appears to be deducible ; that all the corrup {1 changeabi in hs ature, anc wall eternally 
tions of the Christian religion, as well as all hea-|hote those shown be once loved. No part of this 
: then idolatry, and the s — of persecution, shalllwill apply to the doetrme of Coiveroa) tesvora- 
v be for ever oxthiguished, aud { pure and nndefiled!tron, tor that teaches as the Serpiures co, that 
religion in its somitand ba its power, sh: i eve.y God is v to all, and that his tender mercies are 
tb, where prevail, and produce universal peace, and) over ail nis works. 
#) harmouy, aod happiness. This ts the “ai com: | “3d. That when God said to Abraham, fsaac 
inzof Christ. Ad to the promise of his speedy jand Jacob, s: vo rally, in ibee avdin Uy seed shall 
" appearance for these glorious purposes, what be-!all vations, all k mdoeus, all Paulie. + the earth, 
nevolent heart can refuse to adopt the respouse be blessed, te meaut, only ove maivi lual, per- 
- of the prophet, Amen, coine Lord Jesus, come! haps in a thousand, amoug the diferent nations 
Ly quickly. lkindreds, and fanoilies of the earth, 
‘* In the account of the preaching of the anos-} * 4t.. They have to prove tha. though Christ 
tles, in vain will the word- everlasting and eter-|is said to have jred fur the world, the wnot+ world, 
na}, as applied to fnture puni-hment, be song! tin for all and for every man, yet that the worid 
is all their discourses which ar? not upon recerd,/ will not ultunately be beneiitted by bis dean. 
be from the beginning to the end of the book of the} aie 1, 


Acts, no such ohrase occors.—Thonch the wrt- * Sth. Thoneh we are informed, that Christ 
i tings of the Apoetle Pav! form so lirge a portion|shall reign till he hath put all enemues under bis 
H of the New Vestament, yet ho never uses any i fe et : till all things are subdued unto himeelt ; tll 


;? language of this kird. except in one singh: in-|every kvee bow to him, of things in heayeu, in 
; rf stance. and then bis exprossion is—everiasting| earth, ad uncer the earth ; till he has made all 
ra : deetrnction. Sech wors are no where io bejt: ings new ; til! there shall be no more curse ; 
i found in the — of James, and there is only tall the times of restitution of all things ; the ad- 
% 4 ove sunmilar expr sston in tie epistles ws P, ter.— lvocates for the doctrines of erdless torments. and 
Toes. arestr aud striking faets which ar ll lof limited punishment terminated by destruction, 

worthy the serions consideratien of very iotelli-j will have all these to contradict and disprove. 






























gent bang. The proper -.eaning «f these ex-! And when they have accomplihed that, and have 
pressioas in the Bible is age and ag Jasth: r.—)| prove d their anthority, thusto reverse the Scrip- 
‘Thus we have a rational conception of the ages:tures, they will then, but not till then, have 
that are past, of the oge which now ewxists, and of overthrown the doctrine of the fleal happiness of 
4 the ages to come. Wecan very well conceive of all men. 
the ave lasting covenants whi b continsed during Thes have I endeavovred to lay before you 
the Jewish age ; the age-lasting bills which sha! ill the arguments, both from reason and Scripivre, 
continne during the age of the world: the age acrrst the doctrine of eternal forme:t+. The 
asting cospel which shall continue to be preach- passages which are produced in its favor, as you 
A during those ages in which the Mediator shall have seen, are capable of an easy and rational ex- 
Pesmbjecting all things unto himself, and recon- planation, while those in favor of the ultimate 
ing ail thi gs to the Father, who eventnally happiness of all men, posses* no meaning, are in 
ball b- allin all. = Butifwe take the words ever fact not true, if that doctrine be incorrect. The 
sting and elernal, to mean what they are now time will not now permit me to enter into a des- 
pposed toimply, we st allindeed make a strange cription of the exc tleut practical conse quences 
sfigsrement of the Scriptures of truth. We of which the doctrine of the ultimate happiness of 
orld then see that an hundred years is anefer all men is necessarily productive. Those I shall 
Pmity ; aman’s frail life is ar eternity ; a dispersa- detail in my next lecture, which will be on the 
» tion of providence long or short. ts an eternity. comparison of the practical tendency of Unitare- 
There are eternities past 5 an eternity now & xist- anism and Trinitarianism 7° 
ing ; and when this eternity is ended, there are | —_ 
generations and efernities to come ; and there are! The spirit of trae religion breethes mildness and 
eternal things that have long ago come to an end. saffability It gives a native unailected ease to be 
‘‘ Before the doctrine of the final ! happiness, haviour ; ittssocial, kind and =. riul; far remoy 
the happiness of every individual of the bh man |ed from that gloomy and tilibera! situation, wi ich 
race, can be proved untrue. the advocates of the! cloucs the brow, sharpens the temper, dejects the 
opposite docirine of eternal torments, will have to = it. an.d teaches men to fit themscelves foranoth 
prove, ‘world, by neglecting the concerns of this 
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FOR THE INQUIRER 
Burimgion, N. ¥. May 23, 1622. 
To the Editor of the log irer. 
CHIASTIAN CHARITY. 

Dear Str.—* For my single self,” I have al- 
ways deemed charity a necessary ingredient tn 
forming a Christian; and one of the essential 
steps in the ladder to fature happimess ; but it ap- 
pears, if we may judge from the many instances 
we daily meet with of its absence in those who 
stvie themselves the Alect, that | have been mis- 
taken. fam ret learned in partial theology, and 
therefore cannot tell the requisites in composing 
a Ciristian elected to salvation.—Perhaps a par- 
ticular election supercedes the necessity of cher- 
ishing tn fhe heart those salutary principles ad- 
mitted by them to be necessary in those who are 
foreords.ned from the foundation of the world te 
en fless misery.—Verhons they, being a privileg- 
ed chiss, are exemt fom all moral duties which 
happen to beeo trary to, or net congenial with 
} Iv di Roally, their condoct of 
ten reaints me of he argeo oat osed by the 
adihras, to prove text toe Saints had | 
arigatto le. The devil. he argued. bad a right | 
to le, tocarry on his purposes, and ifthe Saints 


Samre oft 


were not wiowed the same privilege, the devil 
would posse-s a greater power than the Saints, 
which he aflirms would be impiety even to sup- 
pose. Freo—whatever the devil does, Sairts 
have aright to Jo te counteract the devil. 

A circumstance receatly took place in this vi- 
cinity, which proves the absence of Chrtetian 
charity, inthe most abandoned extreme. If you 
think, for the sake of example, it deserves a pub- 
lication, you are at liberty, sir, to make use of it, 
in such manner, accompanied with sach remarks 
as you think it deserves, without the fear of con- 
tradiction. 

A young man of respectability lately cied in 
this neighborhood, whose misfortune it was, to 
have parents, (though highly respectable in other 
respects) of the persuasion called Universaltsts 
ft was known that the funeral would be pumer- 
ously attended, and therefore thought advisable to 
occapy the Meeting-House. Three fourths of 
the tume the house is occupied by the Presbyte 
rians, and it chanced to be at their disposal on 
the same day that the funeral was appointed. Ap- 
plication was therefore made in a supplicating 
manner, to the Priest, to dispense with his after. 
noon discourse, and give room for Mr. J***s, who 
was called to deliver the funeral discourse. With 
evident marks of displeasure, the proposal was 
rejected. Application was next made to the 
Trustees, two of whom, (being Presbyterians) of 
course refased ; the third, earnestly begged for, 
and insisted en a compliance ;—after interceding 
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for twenty-four hours. and threatening thet ihe 
society not belonging to their church woul) »ith- 
draw thei support trom their minister, tn couse. 
quence of a retusal, (which by the bye is sbove 
calf his living) he so far succeeded as to procere 
a consent tha’ he migbt do as he thoucht best.— 
He immediately gave notice that tne house could 
be wad at one o'clock, and alse votitied the mints- 
ter. Accordingly, the procession vith (he corpse, 
moved to the door of the house, at something 
past one. So numerous a procession bas never 
been witnessed in this place on a similar occasion. 
On their arrival, to their astonisiment and con- 
fusion, they found the house oeeupied by the 
Priest and his congregation, in the midst of his 
afternoon’s discourse. A eenileman entered the 
house to ascertain by the deacons, what was their 
determination, and shortly the holy man broke off 
his iscourse, and after detaining the procession 
at the door until he had made a prayer in his view 
suitable to the occasion, of Presbyterian dimen- 
sions, he quitted the house with his choice few, ip 
a solemn manner, and permitted the mourners, 
&c. to enter—not in the name of the Lord, but in 
tue name of bis own temporal interest, by retain- 
ing his salary. The pious Shepherd, with the 
holy fathers, paid no attention to the baral of 
their worthy neighbor, bat partook of refresh- 
ment and went to attend their evening conference 
Cetera quis nesert. 
1 migiit have informed you that both the minis- 
ter and ‘Trustees offered the house, if they would 
consent to have a Presbyterian sermon. 
J am, Sir, your humble servant, 
A SPECTATOR, 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Of the explication of the Scriptures. 

(No. 7. . 
Having disposed of the two first parts of off 
subject, it only remains that the last. which 

just touched upon, in the sixth number, be m 
fully considered. : 
It is believed, we have succeeded in demonstr 
ting, that the Scriptures. being plain and intellig 
ble, and subject to the same principles of criticist 
and interpretation as all other writings are, do 
require the extraordinary means, which have, and 
do exist, for their exposition. —If the Scriptures 
are plain and intelligible, how has so much learn 
ing and labor, been bestowed upon them ? and 
what has been the effect of the same ? These 
are two important questions. 
That which is plain and intelligible, cannot be 
made more intelligible ; neither can learning or 
labour be bestowed upon it, to any profit or ad- 
vantage. But that which is intelligible, may be 
rendered unintelligible, and that which is clear ia 
itself, may be made dark and obscure. 
This can only be effected, by throwing a mist 
or vetl over it, and thereby concealing its rea! na- 


Continued from page 92, 
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ture and character, as these cannot be allered ;| 
thev can only be hidden; that whichis plain i 
itself must always remain so, as it is notin the 
power of man to change the nature of things : 
bit it may be in his power to throw a cloud of 
darkness over them, or rather beture the eves of 
the observer. The Sun does not shine the less 
brillinat, because there is a cloudy sky 


tic ofthe obtectis not diminished because an ob- 


the lus- 


stacle has interposed betwixt it and the eye of the 
beholder. Itwoald be a hard thing to extinguish 
the light of the Son, but it is no dificult matter 
to prt ont a man’s eyes, in which case, that splen- 
did luminary will cease to shine, as respects him, 
and every thing will be enveloped in total dark 
ness, 

Thus it has been with revelation ; its nature 
has not been changed ; it has not been rendered 
obsenre ormystical ; but a veil of darkness and 
mystery has been thrown over it, which has pro- 
duced the same effect. If by putting out the na- 
tural eye, shuts out from us the glorious light of 
the Sun, how much easier ts it to cast a mist be- 
fore the eve of the mind, and thereby shut out 
froin it the equally glorious light of truth ? 

Under the pretence, therefore, of spiritualizing 
and expounding the Scriptures, they have been 
an impervious veil of 
mysiery lias been thrown over them ; and lest the 
ticht of trath should penetrate through this gloom, 
reason, the eye of the understanding has been ex- 
tinguisied. To give to revelation a mystical 
character, thereby rendering it perfectly arbitra 
y, so that any one could interpret it according to 
is own notions or caprice, was not sufficient ; it} 
was necessary to proseribe reason, as an imperti- 
pent intruder in the concerns ef religion, lest it 
should attempt to tear off the mystical veil. 

Yhe consequences of this mode of explaining 
the Scriptures are we'll known ; the dark and mys 
tical learning, the absurd dogmas, the puerile 
rites and fooleries of the clergy. together with 
the ferocious and violent spirit which accompani- 
ed them, produced what has been emphatically 
called the durk ages. We are all of us acqnaint- 
ed with the outlines of this period of history 
sve have all read of the power and corruptions of 
he Romish Church, the gloomy dominion which 


enveloped in darkness ; 


Y 
1, 
$ 





established throughout the christian world ; 
but few have retiected upon the deplorable condi- . 
ition of mankind in the most civilized portions of, 
the globe, during a period of more than ten cen-, 
‘turies ? 


Are we to be told that this moral gloom, which: 


of civilization, destroyed al] morals, deteriorated } 
human nature, and produced an artificial and com- } 
plicated state of barbarism, was the result of the! 
introduction of Christianity ? This would be the | 
sreatest libel upon it. From whence then, arose ! 





How few have inquired into the causes | 
of that dreadful moral darkness, which so Jong 
- overshadowed the earth ? 


this intellectual night of many centuries? We 
answer, from the perversion and corruption of 
christiantty ; or in other words, from that artiti 
cial system of religion and morals. which disre- 
garded alike both natural and revealed truth, did 
equal violence tothe laws of nature, and the 
requirements of revelation. 

‘This wonderful system was the handy work, and 
the offspring of the dark and mystical learning of 
the clergy, which commenced in the third centu 
ry and continued to the Reformation, and with 
some exceptions, to the present day. What pal- 
pable errors must this system have comprised, 
and what violence must it have done, to the natu- 
ral and moral principles of man, so effectually to 
counteract their salutary operations? And how 
irresistable must have been its dominion over the 
inind and conscience, to have held them so long 
in bondage ? 

It would at first seem unacconntable, that asys- 
tem of such darkness and error, and which has 
produced such dreadful calamities to the human 
race, should have originated from a revelation of 
divine truth, calculated to enlighten mankind and 
to acquaint them with their duty to each other, 
and to their heavenly Father. —Lut this apparent 
difheulty will disappear on a more particular at- 
tention to the subject. 

Error, when it has once come tuto existence, 
produces the same consequences, whatever may 
have been the origin or cause of it ; the conse- 
quences of error are the necessary and anavoida- 
ble results of the nature of it But it may be ask 
ed, how could a system of such palpable errors 
and darkness orginate from a system of divine 
iruth ?—We answer, that truth, whenit becomes 
entirely perverted, ceases to be truth ; its 
is Changed ; it becomes error, falsehood, and de- 
luston.—The most important and obvious traths, 
when essentially misunderstood and corrupted, 
become the most dark and dangerous errors.— 
Hence the behef of a God, is the most important 
of all moral truths ; yet when it becomes per- 
verted into a belief of a Being, 


NOTUTE 


Partial, changeful, passionate, unjust, 


Whose attributes are rage, revenge, and lust, 


Is the most fatal and pernicious of all errors, and 
delusions. Error, is the opposite of truth ; and 
hence the most important truths when entirely 
misunderstood, or misrepresented, become the 
greatest errors. 

The corruption of Christianity, and the estab- 
lishment cf asystem upon its ruins, retaining only 
its name, 1s amatter much more natural and easy, 
than might at first view be supposed.—As a little 


al put out the sun of science, extingnished the lights jleaven leayeneth the whole lump, so afew funda- 


mental errors serve for the basis of a superstruc- 
ture of falshood, delusion, and superstition, whose 
dimensions are co-extensive with the earth, whose 
height extends to heaven, and its depth to the bot- 
tomless pit, TRENCHARD 
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FOR THE INQUIRER. they were to be superceded, Suppose then, 

ASLATIC. MISSIONS. | that the Missionaries of this persuasion were to 
Cee ; ! establish their creed among the natives of Hindos- 
he intemperate zeal for converting the heath-! ton, It is obvious that they will have lost all the 
en, has excluded all rational calculations from! excellencies of the Hindoo system; but who will 
Missionary enterprises. It does not even! cay that they have got the advantages of the chris- 
appear to be a subject of inquiry, hat substan- ‘tian D Compute their gains.—Among other pro- 
tiul good, has accrued to the poor natives of lu-| minent peculiarities of their religion, its severe and 
dia, who have enbraced, or pretended to embrace! jayiolable prohibitions against the use of intoxicat- 
christianity. Neither is tt a subject of any con-| jy4 liguors will have been overthrown. \t is scarce- 
cernment, what kind of christianity, or what kind’) “possible io estimate the complete revolution, 
of teachers are sent among them, except that they | which this single circumstance will produce in 
both must be orthodox. —Calvinism or Arminian-' their manners and morals — It will destroy every 
isin, although essentially different, are equally an-' shade and tint in their national character ; it wilt 
awerable.—Any system will do, which presents: overturn the mounds by which they have been se- 
sulliient terror and wrath, to induce 9 — cured from the whole rabble of vices which 
Bramin to believe that the christian’s God is an} cooupee astern world : vices of which drunk: 
angry and revengeful Being ; and which repre-j. near gg pe sont dag ember 
rents the moral virtaes as © filthy rags.” Have’ tie muss of the population of our own country the 
any of the zealous advocates of Missions inqnired, | post profligate and abandoned in Europe. "Itie 
what cum be the advantages to the natives of India,} not that other religions do not prohibit this spe- 
to be instracted in the dogmas ef Calvinism, with-! cies of intemperance ; but the Ortental are the 
out anv ofthe moral precepts ot christianity —! only ones that render itimpossible. 1 leave it to 
w qiiescence in these dogmas, 'those who are versed in moral calculations, to 


| enness 


4 
‘ 


im a DOMinal acg 
which they Jo ne understand, without the spirit), 








cr morals of the christian system, make them | 
more virtno s or happy ? Can it promote their} 


v mace to betmve, thatth 


morale, by them ber 


sa'vation depends,..or apon their virtnous actions | 


positions, which are iscomprenensibie 7? Is not 
this calcnlated to overturn their own system of; 
morality, without substituting any other in its 
place ? for as absurd as are their superstitions, 
their system is not without its morals. Among 
their moral maxims, is that which enjoins upon 
them the entire disuse of spiritous liquors. 

The following extract from a speech delivered 
in the British House of Commons, is peculiarly 
applicable to the subject under consideration, and 
contains some very jist observations. 





‘* If Christianity is sent out {o them, attributing 
to the beneficent Author of Nature, the same mo- 
rose, capricious, revengeful passions, which agi- 
{ate the human tyrant, but with infinity to bis pow- 
er, and endless duration to his inflictions ; if it 
was the primary tenet of thai doctrine, that the 
same Being had made a fanciful and arbitrary des- 
tination of a Jarge portion of his creatures, with- 
out blame or delinquency, nay, before their birth, 
to everlasting misery ; and to have as fancifally 
and capriciously destined the rest to an eternal 
happiness, unearned by one real merit, or one 
virtuous aspiration :—and if in this gloomy creed, 
an assent to mystical propositions was the chief 
claim to salvation, while it pronounced the purest 
and most exalted morals to be equivalent to the 
most ahandosed wickedness ;—reason and com- 
mon sense might be allowed to throw out a few 
scruples against the subversion of the established 
morals: or theology of India, however absurd or 
superstitious, iF sych was the system by which 





giving them Calvinism and fermented Jiguors ; 
d+ Hi . ' . . . 

€T compensation to the natives of India for the chan- 

. : .ges which will overwhelm their habits, and mor- 

bit upon their assenting to certain mystical pro- |, 


tecide what will have been gained to ourselves by 








ind whether Predestination and Gin, wil! be « 


ils, and religion ?”’ 
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‘sisted, and who committed it. 
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SIN AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST. 
{Contined from page 95. | 
In our Jast No. we noticed, in what this sin con- 
it will be proper 
here to state to the reader, that this sin is fo be 
considered in a national, not an individual point of 
view. It was the Pharisees—the Jewish priests 
and leaders, who unitedly opposed. the gospel, 
und maliciously represented the benevolent acts 
of the Redeemer as the works of the devil. By 
their influence, the majority of the house of Israe 
united in the opposition, and rejected the coug 
sel of God, as revealed by his Son. It is nece 
sary the reader should understand this, in orde 
that he may behold the punishment inflicted ¢ 
the house of Israel, which is said should not 
forgiven, neither in this world, neither in th 
world to come. 
The punishment inflicted for this sin, no 
claims attention.—it consists in the Jews, as a nase” 
tion, being deprived of all those privileges which: © 
they had so long enjoyed, in being rejected and” 
cast out into outer darkness, being Jett to blind- 
ness of mind, and hardn of heart, reduced toa 
state of dishonor and reproach—scattered among — 
all the nations of the world—wiuthout a king— 
a judge—-withont a temple---and without 
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a priest, and all the privileges and ordimances 
which attended the priesthood.—This punish- 
ment commenced in those desolations and destruc- 
tive calamities which fell upon their devoted 
heads at the destruction of Jerusalem, and which’ 
ecattered and dispersed them throughout the 
world. 

The dificulty which arises from the text nnder 
consideration, is owing to our ignorance of the 
proper ineaning ofthe word worLp. Pople have 
been taught to believe that the words *: in this 
world,” signify this present sate of exitence 
and the words ‘‘orld to come” to mean the 
state of existence beyond the grave—and with 
these impressions, concinde that they who com 
mit this sin, must be endlessly miserable. The 
clergy have labored to fix these views upon the 
mind, aod thns have deceived the people. The 
werd wor.p, in the text, ought. according to 
Wakefield, Dr. Priestley, and others, to have 
been rendered ace. Hence the text according to 
Waketield’s translation—and the tmproved ver- 
sion of the New Pestament, woald read thus— 
** Bat whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost 
it shall not be forgiven him. neither in this age. 
neither in the age to come.” 


his reading of. 


INQUIRER. 








** But now at tre conclusion of the ages, hath he 
appeared once to remove sin by the sacrifice of 
himeself.”’ 

And the improved version Uv a society of gen- 
tlemen, for the promotion of Ciristiaa knowledge, 
gives itin this manner—-* Bat now be hath been 
mautfested once, at th» end of the aces, to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

There \ another passage in which the word 
WOKLD Is u-ed,to which [ ish to call the atten- 
tion. It is Matt. xxiv. 3, * Tell us, when shall 
these thiivrs be ? and what shall b the sige of thy 
coming, and the end of the wortp ?”’ Bishep 
Newton in his Dissertation o: tois prophecy of 
the Saviour’s, says, coucerring the three ques- 
tions which are contained in the 3d verse,— 
* ‘these are only different expression. to denote 
the same period, with tne destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, then they conceived would be the coming 
of Christ ; and when they conceived the com- 
ing of Christ, then they conceived would be 
the ‘end ofthe worl’ or rather (as it snould be 
rendered) * the con lisien of tue ave. The end 
of the world, o- the conclusion of the “ge. is the 
sain period with the destruction of Jerusalem : 


the text conveys a different ideato the mind thanjfor there being two ages (as they were called) 


that presented in the present form. 
have many prejudices to encountor, we feel it ne 


Sensidle welamong the Jews, the one under the law, the oth- 


erunder the Messiah; when the city and temple 


cessary to be very particular on the subject, and| was destroyed, and the Jewis! polity in charch 


therefore would inform the reader, that the Greek 
word, which is rendered woar cp, in the text, t< 
variously translated. Sometimes, for ever— 
sometimes, Everlasting —Eternal—Age—Ages— 
World—Never, &c. 

We would referthe reader to a passage in Heb. 
x. 20, © But now once inthe enn of the world, 
hath he appeared to put avay sio by the sacrifice 
of himself.’ When did Christ appear 2? Eigh- 
teen hundred years ago. But itis said he appear- 
ed inthe end of the wortp. How, then, can the 
‘eader, cherishing the common received meaning 
pf ihe word worn, reconcile this text with pro- 
priety and truth ? It cannot be said that Christ 
appeared at the end, or close of this material 
Paworld with its inhabitants. Eighteen hundred 
pyears have passed since he appeared. ‘The 
wonkLp still exists—and its present inhabitants fee} 
"no apprehension of its speedy dissolution or end. 
Now then is this text to be reconciled to truth 
Answer—All difficulties vanish when we under- 
etand the true import of the word. Let us then, 
read the text thus—‘ 
the acr, (or Jewish dispensation) hath he appear- 
ed, to put away sin by the sacrilice of bimself.”’ 
Now all is reconciled withtruth, and appears con- 
sistent ‘Che Redeemer came to introduce a new 
and beiter covenant, or dispensation—a new ace 
or era of things. He consequently appeared at 
he end of the former covenant, ace, or dispensa 























sut now once in the enp ot 


and state was dissolved, the former age must of 
conrse be conclided, and the aze under the Mes 

stah commenced.” The Bishop remark- also, in 
the same Lecture. on Heb ix 2, * Bui now 
once inthe ‘ end of the world, -:ath he appeared 
‘o put away sin, by the sacrifice of bimself ; in 
the * end of the world,’ in the conclusion of the 
Jewish ave, or nges,”? 

The readcr tien has ampie testimony a 
meaning of the word worip. as used in these 
Seiten ne we have cho sume Greek word 
translated Woxtpin Matt. xu S32. weace yo uted 
in rendering it age— ave too tem we hav t 
authority from Wakefield, D: 
‘house, and many others. 








sath ed 
Priestly, Stone 
The passoge trent: fo 
lhe read thne—-* shall not be fore:iv op, neither an 
this age, nor in the age to come,’ —t! at is. nel 
ther inthe Jewish age or dispensation, that tien 
was, neither inthe age or dispensation of the gos- 
pel, then to come. 

The Jewis!. age or dispensation closed, and left 
the Jews in darkuess and opposition to christan- 
ity. The gospel dispensation commenced, and 
shed its benign tifluence on the Geutiles. They 
came from the east. west, vorth. and south, and 
sat down in the kingdom of gospel grace with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—but the children of 
the kingdom, (the Jews) were cast out trto outel 
darkness. In this state of blindness they yet re- 


main. and will so continue until the fulness of the 





tion, and closed it by the one offering for sins—jGentiles be come in, for thus saith the Apostle, 
culfiiling in himself all things pretigured by the|‘‘ Blindness in part hath happened to Israel, (the 


eremonies ofthe Law. 
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Jews) until the fulness of the Gestite- be come in, , 
and so all Ierael shall be saved. ait ts writteo,! 
There shall come out of Sion. the Delin erer, and 
shall turn uWway NATOOt ow Jacob.” 

(To be Continued ) 


The i? 
the 


ditor ofthe Gospel! Herald, 1a the First Number of 
third Volume, presents the following address 


To the Friends of Truth, Greeting : 





After experte.cing many difficulties in the pros-: 
ecution of this work, difficulties which are more. 
or pe ys rom the nature of the cause: 
eng wed inane increused Dy the vascill> ‘ting minds 
of errer’s dete who are slaves to superstition, 
prejaiiee. and bigotry, the editor of this Paper 
once more treads the threshold of public investi- 
gation, aud congratulates the Friends of Truth on 
the commencement of the Third Volume of the 
Gosrrt Heracp, ander new and more propitious 


less ine 


ausoice Already had the tocsin been sounded 
in the comp of the enemy, and the foes to truth 
were procla angeur defeat, and rejoicing, when 
Principle tes mp ed over every inferior consider 
ation, and th colemns of the Henxatp or Giep 
Tipexcs sys bristle with testunony in presence 
of‘ elise! 


Por ours Ives, with the blessing of heaven, we|love, will partake ofthe nature & properties ofthe 
The;canse, which produces them. ‘The works will be 
th. ontike the blinded prisoner ofthe works of 
He will not 
the pillars, which support the tot- 
but wall 
very fragments of the foundation to the 


rward 


Pook fe 
epsonot I 
Poitistia., 
onl pull 
terme { bric 


io new and greater exertions. 


Sar 


as eyes ae wW il as arms. 
cow 
of antichristian heresies. 
ecatte; the 
four winds of heeven! 
The pres: 
tian worl. 
er 
flying to F.lee!ond 


the venom of ifs own fangs. 


al 
mrrar 


The night of super 


stiiion has passed away—the purple morn of rea- 
son nas dawncd—already do the tints of truth ap- 
pear—while the gloomy mists fade in the distance 
A 
sround us.—Moerging 
from the ocean of mfinite Love, the Sun of salva-' 
brilliant with 
The hallowed 
name of Saviour, more fr: wrant than the spicy 
more balmy than Gilead’s air, 

thrills the bosom where despair once revelled, 
Tro- 
in smiles and peace, deck the 
saddened with 
bt and uncertainty, and sunk with sorrows to 


and sink below the horizon to rise no more. 
cloudless day is breaking 


tion is rising, refuleent in heht, 
truth, and resplendent in glory. 


gales of Arabia, 


any i whispers, Good tidings for all mankind. 
phies of victory, 
brows of those who once were 
, 

aou 


the 


depths of hell. 
** Parent of Good, these are thy works.”’ 
art 


him, ** as the rivers are turned,’ 


“! thy salvation. 


‘heart, and brings forth good works.—Our brother 


‘Spirit of God.—Whether they consist in a certain 


CHRISTI. IN SECRE TARY. 


In the Editorial Department of the Christian 
Secretary, of May 25th, we find the following. 



















“Faith which is wrought in the soul by the Spirit of God 
is not an inoperative principle ; but ic prompts its posses- 
sor to the performance of good works, not indeed as giving 
him a title tothe he avenly inheritaace, but furnis hing an 
evidence thathe has a title to it through the merits of a 
compassionate Saviour.”? 

We rejoice to find our own sentiments so plain- 
ly expressed inthe Christian Secretary ; and that 
too, ax the sentiments of its Editor. We seriousty 
‘and candidly believe that that faith wrooght in the 
soul by the Spirit of God, is not an inoperative 
principle ; but working by love, purities the 


in what those good 
which are brought forth by the 


editor has not informed us, 
works consist, 


round of formal ceremonies—external ordinances 
—separating ourselves from others—and exclu- 





trans, 
Ithey consist in the exercise of the moral and so- 


= an eventful period in the Chris- 
sick with contradiction, and 
zed with asaper-boundance of inconsistency, is 
asa remedy, and expiring ftom 


Thou 
the creat Moverin the mind of man : and will 
until he 
shall see thy glory, bask in the sunshine of thy| 
eousness, and drink Hving waters at the wells! 


sively appropriating to our sect the name of chris- 
and calling others intidels, &c.—or whether 






























icial virtues, accompanied with a kind and friendiv 
disposition to do good to all men. If faith works 
by love, then good works, the fruit or effects of 


love—ard such as are required by 
the commandments of God, viz.— That we should 
love God witb all our hearts—love our neighbors 
as ourselves—love our enemies, &c. It ts said, 
‘love worketh no ill to its neighbour.”’—T hen 
wheever we love is safe from al) harm, as re- 
gards ourselves ; we would preserve them from 
ali danger, visit them in distress—advise, counse 
and console them in tronble—and ever be read 
ito lay our own advantage by, for their good. 
Our Brother, we doubt not, had his eye @ 
those good works which are the fruits of the S 
irit, and thus cefined by St. Paul, in Gal. v. 22,4 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peac 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, mee 
ness, temperance, against such there is no law 
This divine fruit is brought forth in every hearte 
where the Spirit of God lives. ‘The soul undemy 
this civine influence dwelleth in God—and God in © 
him.—And love is the evidence that we know — 
God, and are born of God. ' 
We rejoice to find our Brother, while thus zeal- 
ously engaged in the good cause, showing the ne- 
cessity of a living, active, and energetic faith, 
bringing forth good works, is also careful to cau- 
tion the reader against indulging the ideathat those 
‘good works give him aclaim toa heavenly inher- 
,itance ; that they are only to be considered as an 
evidence that he has a t/r/e through the merits of 
a compassionate Saviour. 
The editor of the Jaguirer bas labored many 
‘years to lead the mind to the possession of that 
faith which works by forth good 
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yorks, —He ha 


a’ « } ° 
attending to 


s always urged the necessity and propri 
these good works ; and, hike brother 
editor, 10 present case, has always been caretul to 
jood the mind to the attainment of tins truth—that these 
vood works gave no Chau o1 
aace, but were 


his 


the 


There is an idea connected with this truth, which prob- 
‘ bly may have escaped the notice of our Brother. Its 
Before evidence can be given « fany title, that T1- 
PLE muat exist—and that claim or ttle 
we the man receives the evidence of it, as afterwards. For 
Instance, supposing a gentleman in Hartford should in his]}] 

bequeaus to another one thousand dollars, and dying, 

snould Jeave the will in the hands of his executor.—All 
this is done without the knowledge of the other; he is ig- 
norant of the fact.—This ignorance Cannot invalidate or 
destroy his title tothe legacy. this title 1s as good betore, 
as when he i be made acquainted with it. Should the 
«xecutor write to him informing him that by the compas- 
sion ofthis centlemana valuable legacy was given to hin, 
the letter couid only be considered as the evidence of the 
title, not the ¢efle, nor constituting a file ; but the mere 
evidence that he had this title 

Now as this title is given ** through the merits of a com- 
passionate Saviour,’ we are led to inquire, How exten- 
sive is this tithe ? Has the compassionate Saviour given 
wll men a title to this heavenly imherrtance? To say we 
have not the evidence that he has, and therefore cannot 
it, would not Why? Because we 
ouce Were destitute of the evidence of our own (i//e, and 
were apprehensive for our own salvation , yet we had tins 
fille, of which, we have now received the evidence, in the 
good works produced by the spirit of God. There are 
many, even now, destitute of this heavenly hope, who wall}, 
ie svon be able to read their 


this. 
is Just as good be- 


ai 
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sha 


mam . » ee 
beneve conclusive. 


¥ «“ title clear, 


$6 To mansions in the skies.” 


We must then embrace one of two thing:.—Fither that 


nate Saviour by 
tothe heavenly inheritence 10 
ponlya part. | wish the reader to understand our brothe1’s 
ews. Lhe title as wlready given throughthe merits of a 
bMpassionate Saviour.—Good works—the operation and 
nfucuces of the >pirit—the attainment of any christian 
Brace whatever, give no titlke—they are only evidences ot 
pAtitie.—Then as this title is already given, it must be 
Pe given to all mankind, or a part. 

Another idea is suggested to the mind.—Good works 
are the evidence of a ttle to the heavenly inheritance.— 
(ood works are produced by the Spirit of God. TZ his Spi- 
rit then is the agent to bring raan to the knowledge of his 
litle, by operating upen his heart, and in the production of 
good Works giving the evidence of the same. This being 
the case, if any of the children of men do not possess this 
title, they can never experience the agency, or influence of 
the spirit of God.~-There not being any thing to make 
known, nor any evidence to give ; consequently, that por- 
tion can never enjoy those good works which are the fruit 
of the Spirit. 

Should our Brother 


he Compass: his merits has given a Gtle 


allmen ; or, thatit is given 


elieve, that the compassionate 


Saviour has not given a title to the heavenly inheritance, 
to a portion of mankind, and who, in that case, can never 


enjoy the help necessary to the performance of good works, 
we would ask him to inform us, of the necessity or utility 
ofa day of judgment in another world, Which is so often 
represcuted as a period when all men will be rewarded 
: their works: When ac cording to his own 
hel {, good works give no //{/e to heaven but are only the 
a previous title. On the other hand, we may 
non-periormance of those good works does not 


‘ 
accoramg to 


VICE ot 


} 
say, tne 


nce 
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ety, fruit. We hope our brother edit 
remarks as an evidence of “a vitiated appetite.’ 
certainly cordially agree with bun in the statement he oas 
made, and bave simply takeu the liberty to pres 
litle to the heavenly inherit-jr 
an evidence of aprevious fetle Uhrough the} r 
uierits of 8 Compassionate Savicur. Pp 
are evidence of 
heavenly imbheritance. 
c 
mercies of God, revealed in Clirist Jesus. 
all men have an equal title to heaven, and adopt the dec- 


owb--ye 


in your body and spirits which are his.”? 








or will not consider these 
We 


mt lo our 
saders Unis agreement, with the consequenecs necessarily 
suluuag from it We fully belreve that all good works 
roduced by the Spirit of trod, giving peace to the s ul, 
the love of our fille to the 
We do not beheve they give any 
We rest in hope of eternal life through the 
We beheve that 





God, and ot 


Jaim or title. 


iratton and exhortation of the Apostle-—** Le are not your 
are bought with a price—therefore, glority God 


POETRY. 
SELECTED. 
“ WHAT IS CHARITY 2” 


Tis not to pause, when at my door 


A shivering brother stands ; 


To ask the cause that made iim poor, 


Or why he help demands. 


?Tis not to spurn that brother's prayer, 
For faults he once had known : 

Tis not to leave him in despair, 
And say that I have none. 

The voice of CHARITY is kind— 
She thinketh nothing wrong ; 

Toevery fault she seemeth blind, 


Nor vaunteth with her toncue. 


In penitence she placeth faith— 
Hope smileth at her door ; 
Believeth first—then softly saith, 
“ (Jo, BROTHER, sin no more !”” 
eee 
The late Rev. J. Murray, of New-Castle, England, used 
to relate the following anecdote of an old woman, a mem- 
ber of lus congregation.—She had been in the practice of 
coming to him very often, under the preienee of wishing 
to hold religious conversation, or of seeking spiritual ad- 
vice; but rather, ip his opinion, for the purpose of having 
the unction of tlattery applied to her spiritual pride. One 
day, she waited upon him with a graver face and more se- 
rious deportment than usual, and after much circumloen- 
tion, said that she was in great distress of mind. * What 
is the matter, Janet ?’ said her pastor.—* Oh, sir, | cannot 
be satisfied with myself; lam a barren tree, a dead branch, 
only fit to be hewn down.? She then went on to enume- 
rate at great length the various duties of faith and prac- 
tice, which, like the young man in the gospel, she had en- 
deavored to perform from ber youth up ; and concluded by 
saying—* but still [I fear there is something wrong, and 
that | am far from the kingdom of heaven..—* With so 
much orthodox faith, adorned by such uniform purity of 
practice, what makes you think so ?? replied Mr. Murray. 
‘Oh, sir, Lam afraid that I am only a hypocrite !’ said she. 
* Indeed, Janet, that is my fear too; for [have thought you 
that, these seven years,’ said the minister. Janet depar- 
ted in great wrath, and never returaed to seek either ad- 
vice or consolation. 
Edinburgh Mac. 
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rendera man deserving of hell; but is only an evidence, 

that he haz no title to heaven, and not having this title 
‘ le ones at ha Snir } “ing r 

souk? not enioy the workings ef the Spiritin bringing forth 
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